
7 Strategies for Winning Scholarships and Cutting College Costs

College costs are skyrocketing, but there are plenty of reasons to stay positive. Scholarships 
are abundant, just waiting to be claimed. Think of them as rewards for your hard work and 
potential. Don’t miss this chance to earn a well-deserved financial boost to start your college 
career on the right foot. Follow these tips to begin your journey.

Start Early, and Cast a Wide Net
Begin your search as early as freshman or sophomore year of high school. Explore a variety of scholarship sources: Look beyond 
the well-known national scholarships and investigate local, regional, and school-specific opportunities. These often have fewer 
applicants and higher chances of success. Websites like Fastweb.com and Scholarships.com can be great starting points.

Know Your Audience
Each scholarship has its own unique focus and criteria. Tailor your application to align with the scholarship provider’s mission and 
values. Research the organization, its past recipients, and the types of students it typically supports. This will help you customize 
your essays and application materials to resonate with the selection committee.

Showcase Your Strengths, Not Just Grades 
While grades are important, scholarships often seek well-rounded individuals. Highlight your extracurricular activities, leadership 
roles, volunteer work, unique talents, and passions. Let your personality shine through! Your essays and application materials 
should paint a picture of who you are beyond your academic achievements.

Craft Stellar Essays That Shine 
Your essays are your chance to tell your story in your voice. Be authentic, passionate, and specific. Use vivid language to paint 
a picture of your goals, challenges, and how this scholarship will help you achieve your dreams. Avoid clichés and generic 
statements – focus on what makes you unique.

Pay Attention to Detail 
Triple-check your application for typos, grammatical errors, and missing information. A polished application shows you’re serious, 
organized, and respectful of the opportunity. Ask a friend, parent, or teacher to review your application materials for a fresh 
perspective.

Gather Supporters 
Don’t go it alone! Ask teachers, mentors, and counselors to write glowing recommendation letters. They can speak to your 
character, work ethic, and potential in ways that you can’t. Choose recommenders who know you well and can provide specific 
examples of your accomplishments and qualities.



A Note to Parents: Supporting your student throughout the scholarship application process can make 

a world of difference. Encourage them to start early, explore various options, and persevere through 

challenges. Offer to help them brainstorm essay ideas, proofread applications, and celebrate their successes. 

Your guidance and support can be invaluable.

Remember That Persistence Pays 
Unfortunately, rejection is part of the process – but don’t let it discourage you. Each application is an opportunity to learn and 
improve. Keep refining your approach, seeking feedback, and applying for as many scholarships as you qualify for. Remember, 
smaller scholarships can add up and make a big difference.

Earning scholarships is an achievable goal with the right strategies and a little perseverance. By following these tips, you can 
increase your chances of securing free money for college and reduce the financial burden on yourself and your family.


